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Active and Forecasted Development Areas

Approximately 
26% of Centre 
County’s total 

land area is 
leased.



Data Source:  PA Department of Environmental Protection

Marcellus Wells Drilled In 
Centre County  by Year
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Data Source:  PA Department of Environmental Protection      Data Current to November 2011

Marcellus Wells Drilled In PA 
by Year
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Wells Drilled 2007 –December 2011



Natural Gas Price

Source:  US Energy Information Administration 
http://205.254.135.7/todayinenergy/detail.cfm?id=4810

February 2, 2012: NYMEX 
Natural Gas Futures for 
March delivery closed up 

$0.172 at $2.554



Major Gas Pipelines in PA



Wet Gas / Dry Gas / Hot Gas / Cold Gas



Centre County Natural Gas Task Force
Activities and Accomplishments

Sub-Committee Structure:

§ Economic Development

§ Education

§ Environmental / Infrastructure

§ Planning / Public Policy and Legal



Under-Utilized Site Inventory
Purpose:  

To identify and compile data on vacant land 
and under-utilized buildings into a single 
document for easy distribution.

Detailed site data collected:
• address and/or tax parcel number, 
• owner’s name and contact information,
• building and/or land specifications,
• available utilities, 
• current and past uses,  zoning, and
• adjacent land uses.

Economic Development



Economic Development

Concept for Construction of 

Well Pad Housing

• To retain and expand 
local, trained workforce

• Market units to NG 
service companies who 
have relocated to 
Central PA

• Benefit:  Cost savings 
due to reduced 
transportation costs

Fully Furnished 

Wheel Mounted or Skid 
Mounted



Economic Development

Natural Gas Vehicle Conversions

Clamshell Cowling CNG Tanks
Fueling Station

Utilization of Natural Gas

CCNGTF Guideline Document #6 –
Considerations for Fleet Applications 



Economic Development

§ Stranded Gas = discovered but 
due to location or economics can 

not be delivered to market.

§ Tasks Ahead:  identify end users 
and develop concept for a 

transport 
supply system.

Utilization of Natural Gas

Expansion of Natural Gas Distribution for 
Residential, Commercial and Industrial Use



Education

Central PA Institute (CPI) Emerging 
Energy and Infrastructure 

Technology Center

Program opened September 2011



Education

CPI Transportation Training Center 
Building Project ($10M)

Groundbreaking – Late April / 
Early May 2012



Education

Centre County Public Safety 

Training Center

Expansion -- to include natural gas 
emergency response training.



Educational Opportunity

MEET-U Trailer – April 19 – 20, 2012

Mobile Energy Education Training Unit

Location:  CPI
540 N. Harrison Road, Pleasant Gap



Road Use Maintenance Agreement 
(RUMA)

Environmental / Infrastructure

Guideline document to help 
municipalities ensure that their 
respective roadway 
infrastructure is restored to pre-
drilling condition. 



Route Information Sheets
Environmental / Infrastructure

A concise document for roadway 
users to help them with trip 
planning, by identifying factors 
such as: 

ó General route info
¡ Traffic volumes

¡ Lane & shoulder widths

¡ Speed limits

¡ Pavement condition 

¡ Crash history



Route Information Sheets
Environmental / Infrastructure

Potential hazards
¡ Stacking areas

¡ School bus stop areas

¡ Blind turns

¡ Bridges

¡ Pedestrian/Bicycle routes

¡ Etc…



MPO project to identify small 
local bridges between 4’ and 20’
spans. Two surveys completed in 
Rush and Snow Shoe Townships

Small Bridge Inventory



Pre-Drilling Water Well Testing 
Guidelines

§ Third party collection of water samples is 
critical.
§ Test within a year before drilling.
§ Use a state-accredited water lab.
§ DEP testing parameters
§ Allow testing by drilling company

Environmental / Infrastructure

March 7th – Drinking Water 
Testing Results Workshop --

BEA Cafeteria, 7 p.m.



Source Water Protection Planning

Environmental / Infrastructure

§ Mountaintop Regional Water Authority
§ Rush Township Municipal Water Systems

Purpose -- To Identify:
§ Zones of contribution for municipal water 

supplies 
§ Potential sources of contamination
§ Likely locations for future water sources





Planning / Public Policy and Legal

Guidelines Completed in 2011

• Lease Considerations

23 Aspects

• Seismic Considerations

34 Aspects

• Pipeline Considerations 

25 Aspects



Centre County’s 2012 Prospective

¢ Little if any drilling activity.

¢ Mid-Stream Pipeline Construction.

¢ More interest in wet gas – Centre County has dry 
gas.

¢ Expansion of educational opportunities / CPI.

¢ Expanded economic development approaches for 
county:  vehicle conversions, increased 
distribution of natural gas, business expansion.

¢ More perspectives on environmental issues:  
forest defragmentation, injection wells, air 
quality, water, erosion and sedimentation  . . .

¢ HB 1950 / Act 13 Implementation



HB 1950 / Act 13

Three Broad Areas of Focus:

Impact Fees

Industry Regulations

Local Municipal Ordinances



Pennsylvania Utility 
Commission

60%
Local Governments

40%
Statewide Initiatives

$23 million off the top to
Selected State Agencies

• County Conservation Districts
• Fish and Boat Commission
• PUC (administration)
• DEP
• PEMA

• Office of State Fire Commissioner
• PennDOT for rail freight
• Marcellus Legacy Fund
• Housing Affordability and

Rehabilitation Enhancement Fund

HB 1950 / Act 13 – Impact Fees



Pennsylvania 
Utility

Commission

40%
Statewide 
Initiatives

$23 million 
off the top to

Selected State 
Agencies

20%
Commonwealth 

Financing
Authority

25%
Highway Bridge

Improvement
Restricted 

Account

10%
Environmental

Stewardship 
Fund

25%
Water & Sewer 

Projects

15%
Environmental

Initiatives

5%
DCED

(2011-2013 only)

5%
Hazardous Sites

Cleanup Fund
(2014 and after)

Act 13

Statewide

Initiatives



Pennsylvania Utility 
Commission

60%
Impacted Local 

Governments

$23 million off the top to
Selected State Agencies

36%
Host Counties

(based on wells)

37%
Host Municipalities

(based on wells)

27%
Host & Non-Host 

Municipalities
in Host Counties

50%
All Municipalities

50%
Host and Contiguous 

Municipalities

Calculations based on 
road mileage

and population

Act 13

Local

Initiatives
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Mapping the Impact Fee by County
http://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/maps/mapping-the-impact-fee-by-county/



Additional Information

Centre County Natural Gas Information:
§ www.centre.co.pa.us/



Questions and Comments

Centre County Natural Gas Task Force

Public Meetings:  Second Monday Monthly at 4 p.m.

Central PA Institute of Science and Technology (CPI)
Centre County Planning and Community Development Office

814-355-6791

Photo Source:  Centre Daily Times  July 20, 2011

http://www.centredaily.com/2011/07/20/2845378/group-issues-landowner-tips.html#storylink=cpy


