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Dear Centre County Residents,

I NSIDE THIS ISSUE :
On behalf of the Centre County Board of Commissioners and the Centre County
Planning Commission, we are pleased to present the 2019 Centre County Planning
Commission Annual Report. The Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, § 207. CENSUS 2020
Conduct of Business, stipulates that the Planning Commission make a written report
SUBDIVISION & LAND
each year (March 1st) outlining its activities to the governing body.
DEVELOPMENT
Over the past year, I have learned that our dedicated planning staff offers many levels of
expertise in the realm of community planning, affordable housing, transportation,
subdivision and land development, agricultural preservation, historic preservation, grant
writing and administration, community development block grant administration,
Marcellus Shale and mosquito disease control as you will see described throughout this
Annual Report. Staff takes great pride in providing services to municipal officials,
planning commission members, non-profits, farmers and other community organizations
with data, mapping and planning guidance integral to local projects. Last year proved to
be a busy year of staff transition, hiring a new Agricultural Preservation Coordinator and
Transportation Planner, to continue agricultural easement purchases and long-range
transportation planning initiatives.

Sincerely,
Raymond J. Stolinas, Jr., AICP
Centre County Planning Director
MISSION STATEMENT
It is the mission of the Centre County Planning and Community Development
Office to provide the citizens of Centre County with professional planning services by
promoting a coordinated and cost effective approach to the orderly growth and development of their communities.
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GRANT ASSISTANCE /
One lasting collaboration that will unfold into 2020 is the decennial Census of the United ADMINISTRATION
States. Planning staff coordinated with a local Census Partnership Specialist, Penn State NATURAL GAS ACTIVITY &
University, Bellefonte Borough and the State College Area Complete Count Committees ACT 13 FUND USAGE REPORTS
to improve awareness of how citizens can respond to Census 2020 surveys. For the first
time in history, citizens will be able to respond by phone, computer or paper. The Centre TRANSPORTATION PLANNING
County Website offers a whole host of Census 2020 resources and links to pertinent
CENTRE COUNTY
banners and posters for community use.
AGRICULTURAL LAND
Phase II Implementation Components to the Centre County Comprehensive Plan (2003) PRESERVATION BOARD
are all almost complete, adding Community Facilities and Agriculture in 2019, utilized
as support for both local and regional planning efforts, in addition to, reinforcing local CENTRE COUNTY FARMLAND
TRUST
infrastructure grant applications and justifying local ordinance amendments.
We look forward to providing seamless planning and community development services
into 2020 and plan to address new topics as we explore broadband support within our
more rural communities that lack infrastructure such as fiber technology. We look
forward to new economic development projects that strengthen our core downtowns and
bring livable wages to our residents. Transportation projects such as the State College
Connector will begin an extensive, yet comprehensive examination of future mobility
options for the greater community.
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C ENSUS 2020
The Centre County Board of Commissioners adopted resolutions 6 and 7 of 2019 which support an accurate population count and the formation of a complete count committee (CCC). A
CCC is made up of individuals across various organizations that can assist with marketing
the Census survey to hard-to-reach populations. Hard-to-reach and also hard-to-count populations include students, senior citizens, persons in residence transition, and persons with mental and/ or
physical challenges. Planning staff invited and organized committee members in coordination with assistance
from U.S. Census Bureau Partnership Specialist Carol King. Centre County’s CCC includes members from
the county’s other committees in the boroughs of Bellefonte and State College and Penn State University.
The County’s CCC includes representatives from social service agencies, school districts, business and industry, and tourism. Each of the respective committees established Census 2020 websites, strategized ways
to better market the survey form, and the appropriate messages that should be sent to target audiences. Of
particular concern is language access and transportation barriers if assistance in completing the survey is
needed. The Bureau makes forms available in other languages other than English. CCC’s in State College
and Bellefonte are identifying locations and volunteers that could staff survey assistance centers with coordination from public transportation offices. Census Day is officially April 1, 2020.

SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
One of the important tasks performed by the Planning & Community Development Office is the administration
of the Centre County Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance (SALDO). This aspect of ‘county
planning’ is done to help ensure that benefits realized by development activity outweigh negative impacts that
might result from an increase in the demand on local facilities and services as well as providing assistance
concerning developer compliance with applicable local, state, and federal land use controls.
To achieve this goal, the Planning & Community Development Office staff is charged with the duty of
administering the County’s Ordinance. The staff’s main focus is within the 25 municipalities that fall under the
jurisdiction of the County’s SALDO, as well as to receive, review and monitor all plans originating from those
municipalities that have adopted their own local subdivision and land development ordinances. The
administration of the County’s Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance is the direct responsibility of
staff member Chris Schnure.
In an analysis of the subdivision and land development activity data for 2019, the total number of ‘subdivision
lots’ created computes to 302 county-wide and represents a 45.9% increase in the number of lots created
from the previous year’s total of 207 lots. The 302
subdivided lots are the most in any of the years over the
last decade with the majority of the lots located in the
Centre Region (142 lots), the Nittany Valley Region (83
lots) and the Penns Valley Region (40 lots).
In a contrast to the above, ‘land development units’ data
compiled in 2019 show a total of 244 units county-wide.
This number represents a -46.2% decrease in land
development activity from last year’s total of 454 units.
Except for 2011, which had a total of 69 land
development units, the 2019 total of 244 units is the
lowest of over the last decade.
Upon comparison of the data compiled for 2019 with the
previous year’s numbers, the number of newly created
subdivided lots increased by 45.9% while the number of
land development units decreased by 46.2%.
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HOUSING
Realizing the American Dream of buying one’s first home is
a goal that can be achieved for many with the help of
Centre County’s Down Payment and Closing Costs
Assistance Program. The First Time Home Buyer Program
offers a zero percent, soft second mortgage in the amount
of $10,000 or 10% of the purchase price, whichever is less.
In 2019, Centre County reached two milestones for the
program. First, there were sixteen home buyers assisted,
which was a record since the Centre County Planning and
Community Development Office began administering the
program in 2006. A special thank you is extended to all of
the home buyers who took advantage of the program over
the years. At the end of 2019, 375 home buyers have been
assisted for a total of $3.1 million.
More importantly, the Centre County Board of Commissioners recognized three participating lenders as Top
Lenders. The lenders recognized were: Jersey Shore State Bank, Reliance Bank and Mortgage Source PA,
LLC. The hard work of all of the Mortgage Loan Originators who promote this program and complete our
applications is what makes this program a success.
For more information visit http://www.centrecountypa.gov/index.aspx?NID=218 or call the Centre County
Planning and Community Development Office at 355-6791.
Housing affordability continues to be an issue in Centre County. Staff continues to look for tools to address
this important issue as well as meet with community partners to work towards creating new opportunities.

MUNICIPAL SERVICES AND SUPPORT
Planning and Community Development staff continues a great working relationship with the County’s municipalities. Staff support helps reduce overall costs to boroughs and townships. In 2019, planning staff provided
technical assistance to all municipalities outside of the Centre Region. Technical assistance included reviews
and recommendations for zoning ordinance and map amendments, pre-submission guidance for subdivision
and land development, comprehensive planning, mapping, Community Development Block Grant administration, agricultural land preservation, and grant writing assistance. Municipalities that do not have their own
websites can request that Centre County Government host documents and forms on their behalf, for example, the Act 13 Unconventional Gas Fee Usage reports.

Centre County COMPREHENSIVE Plan updates
Centre County’s core comprehensive plan update is complete with the adoption of the Agriculture Element by
the Board of Commissioners in January 2020. A total of 10 elements were approved by the Board and are
now available through the Planning and Community Development Office’s website at http://
centrecountypa.gov/212/Comprehensive-Plans. The update is a required provision of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (Act 247 of 1968). This plan’s update is part of the County’s Phase II Implementation
Strategies approach. The Nittany Valley Joint Planning Commission (comprised of Bellefonte Borough and the
townships of Benner, Marion, Spring and Walker) adopted the update to their multi-municipal comprehensive
plan in October 2019. The Nittany Valley formatted their plan similar to the County’s outline using the implementable or issues-driven approach. The planning commission members identified public safety and economic development as the primary elements of the update. Milesburg Borough and Boggs Township are near
completion on their joint comprehensive plan. The township’s and borough’s coordination is a full-scale update
of their respective plans combined into goals and strategies for continued cooperation and leveraging of available resources. The Penns Valley Regional Planning Commission (comprised of the boroughs of Centre Hall
and Millheim and the townships of Gregg, Haines, Miles, Penn, and Potter) started their 10-year review of the
regional comprehensive plan adopted in 2006.
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Grant Assistance / Administration
Centre County Grant Administration 2019
Type of

Transportation

Economic
Development

Transportation

Public Facilities

Recreation/
Transportation

Public Facilities

Source of Funding Total Dollar

Project Description

2019- Local Bridge Bundle
- Mill Street, Howard
PennDOT Multimodal
$2,070,000
Borough
Transportation Fund
- Railroad Street, Bellefonte
Borough
Redevelopment
Centre County Grange Park
Capital Assistance
$1,500,000
Equine Center
Program

PennDOT Multimodal
$1,365,000
Transportation Fund

2018 - Local Bridge Bundle
- Lower Coleville Road,
Spring Township
- Front Street, Curtin
Township
- Fox Gap Road, Miles

Status
Anticipated issuance of
Request for Proposals
- Summer/Fall 2020
Project completed in
2019, reimbursement
ongoing
Anticipated issuance of
Request for Proposals
- Spring 2020

DCED - Keystone
Communities

$100,000

1) Mountaintop Activity
1) Roof project complete,
Center - roof & restroom
RFP to be issued on
upgrades ($50,000)
restroom upgrades
2) Mountaintop Regional
February 2020
Water Authority - Water
2) Project complete,
system upgrades ($34,000)
reimbursement early
3) Haines Woodward Water
2020
Authority - Drilling a 2nd
3) Project complete,
water source ($14,000)
reimbursement early
4) Mountaintop Pool 2020
Purchase of AED & First Aid
4) Project closed out
equipment ($2,000)

DCED/Commonwealth
Financing Authority
Greenway, Trails &
Recreation

$85,800

Bellefonte to Milesburg Trail
Feasibility Study

Study completed

PA Department of
Education—Keystone

$27,000

Replacement of HVAC
system at Holt Memorial
Library. Philipsburg Borough

Project complete, close
out early 2020

Natural gas activity & act 13 fund usage reports
The natural gas industry in Centre County in 2019 experienced no growth with the total number of unconventional (Marcellus) wells remaining the same at 65, and no new permits issued. The last new unconventional
well drilled in Centre County was 2015, and the last conventional (vertical) well drilled was 2010. This reduction is partially attributed to the drop in natural gas prices, coupled with anticipated lower production volumes,
and the higher production cost for wet gas common to Centre County. The Average Annual Price of Natural
Gas for Calendar Year 2019 was $2.628 (*); dropping below the $3.00 trigger in the ACT 13 Natural Gas Impact legislation and thus resulting in a $5,000 reduction in the per well impact fee. Note: The impact fee is
based on the number of years a gas well has been in production and the average annual price of gas. As a
result, the Commonwealth’s Independent Fiscal Office issued a statement that the fee reduction experienced in
2019 will cut ACT 13 drilling impact fee revenue set for distribution in July 2021 by 21 percent. Act 13 Fund Usage reports for the county and the municipalities which receive funds is available online at
http://centrecountypa.gov/655/Act-13-Fund-Usage-Reports
*Source: www.business.directenergy.com
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TRANSPORTATION PLANNING
In conjunction with the Centre Regional Planning Agency (CRPA), the Centre County Planning & Community
Development Office (CCPCDO) provides staff support to the federally mandated Centre County Metropolitan Planning
Organization (CCMPO). The CCMPO is responsible for long range transportation planning and allocating federal, state
and local funding to priority projects. The CCMPO serves as the liaison between Centre County’s 35 municipalities,
PennDOT, the Federal Highway Administration, and the Federal Transit Administration for highway, bridge and public
transportation projects.
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 2050
Throughout early 2019, the CCPCDO and CRPA conducted 30 meetings with municipal governing bodies, regional
planning commissions, and other stakeholders and organizations to solicit input about transportation needs and issues.
Twenty stakeholder meetings were previously held in 2018. The input is being used to identify potential road, bridge,
public transit, bike, and pedestrian projects, as well as to support programs or activities that may be implemented to
help municipalities and service providers maintain their transportation infrastructure. Approximately 900 comments
covering a variety of needs and issues were recorded by staff during the 50 stakeholder meetings in 2018 and 2019.
In 2019, the CCPCDO and CRPA began working with the Gannett Fleming/Whitman, Requardt & Associates consultant
team to document the existing condition of the transportation system, forecast future conditions, and assess the issues
identified in the stakeholder meetings. This information will form the foundation of the new LRTP 2050, which is
scheduled to be adopted in September 2020.
Route 322/144/45 Corridors Data Refresh
In 2019, the CCPCDO and CRPA reviewed PennDOT’s Data Refresh Report, which documented changes in the
transportation network and environmental conditions around the Route 322/144/45 corridors. The refresh addressed
safety measures and roadway improvements that have been implemented, and noted changes to environmental
regulations, policy, and guidance. Data was presented regarding the following items:






2017 traffic counts
Crash analysis
Comparison of current origin and destination travel patterns with past studies
Land use and growth projections
Forecast of future 2050 no build traffic volumes

The Data Refresh Report documented growth in both commuter and truck traffic. The information from the data refresh
will be utilized in the Preliminary Engineering phase of the new State College Area Connector project.
2019-2022 Centre County Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Amendment
The CCMPO approves funding for highway and public transit projects through the adoption of the TIP, which details the
expenditure of federal funds and some state capital funds for specific projects within specified limits of fiscal constraint.
The TIP is updated every two years and coincides with the First Four Year segment of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania's Twelve Year Transportation Program (TYP), which is developed concurrently with the TIP and adopted
by the State Transportation Commission.
The 2019-2022 Centre County TIP was originally adopted in July 2018. In June 2019, the CCMPO amended the 20192022 TIP to add funding for the Preliminary Engineering (PE) phase of work on the State College Area Connector
(SCAC) project (Route 322/144/45 Corridors area of Centre County), following an announcement by state legislators
and PennDOT officials that $20 million was being committed for the work.
The PE phase includes completion of a Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) process, and preliminary
engineering/design work, including:








Assessing existing travel conditions and projecting/forecasting future conditions
Documenting project need and purpose
Inventorying community and environmental features
Identifying and evaluating potential solutions/alternatives to meeting project need
Determining a preferred alternative that meets project need
Obtaining environmental clearance for a preferred alternative
Conducting public involvement activities

Prior to the CCMPO taking action to amend the TIP, information was prepared for the public about the TIP amendment, a 30-
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TRANSPORTATION PLANNING (C ONTINUED …)
day comment period was organized, and a public meeting was held on May 15, 2019 to gather input. 52 citizens and
officials attended the public meeting. The majority of input received during the comment period indicated that the public
was in favor of the proposed addition of the PE phase to the TIP. Comments and questions received from the public were
provided to PennDOT for consideration when the PEL process begins in 2020.
2021-2024 Centre County Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Amendment
In late 2019, the CCPCDO and CRPA worked with PennDOT, CATA, and the Centre County Office of Transportation to
prepare the Preliminary Draft 2021-2024 Centre County TIP, which is scheduled to be adopted in June 2020. The
Preliminary Draft TIP includes about $72 million in federal, state, and local funding for 27 road and bridge projects, and
over $82 million in federal, state, and local funding for 16 transit projects and programs.
I-80/I-99 Interchanges/Jacksonville Road Betterment
In 2019, the CCPCDO and CRPA attended a PennDOT-sponsored Open House Plans Display meeting. Staff and
members of the public provided input about the latest designs for the three elements of the project:
 I-80/Route 26 Section A18 Local Access Interchange
 I-80/I-99 Section B18 High Speed Interchange
 Route 26 (Jacksonville Road) Betterment, consisting of improvements to Route 26 between the two new
interchanges.

CENTRE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL LAND PRESERVATION BOARD
The creation of the Centre County Agricultural Land Preservation Board in August 1989 signified the County’s fullscale commitment to Pennsylvania’s farmland preservation program. The Centre County Commissioners appointed
nine members to the Board in accordance with the provisions contained within Agricultural Area Security Law, PA
Act 43 as amended. Since that time, the Commissioners have continued to support the program by providing staff
support and matching funds for the purchase of agricultural land conservation easements. To date, the county’s
agricultural land preservation program has preserved 53 farms in seven townships - bringing its total acreage for
preserved farms to 8,023 acres.
The Board’s goals and objectives include:
 Administer a program for purchasing agricultural conservation easements in accordance with Act 43 of 1981 as
amended and 7 Pa Code 138.
 Preserve the prime agricultural soils of Centre County by purchasing, in the name of the County, or jointly with
a Local Government Unit and/or the Commonwealth, agricultural conservation easements within Agricultural
Security Areas.
 Promote efforts to support the agricultural community in Centre County.
 Encourage the use of additional farmland preservation techniques through public and
private organizations in Centre County, such as the Centre County Farmland Trust.

Centre County Farmland Trust (CCFT)
In addition to coordinating the Centre County agricultural land preservation program, the Centre County Planning
and Community Development Office provides technical assistance and support to the Centre County Farmland
Trust. Founded in 1994 as a public, non-profit land trust, the CCFT is dedicated to protecting farmland and open
space in central Pennsylvania. The Trust is authorized by the Internal Revenue Service and the Pennsylvania Department of State to accept, hold and administer conservation easements. Governed by a volunteer Board of Trustees established in 1996, the Trust has preserved 16 properties and more than 1,400 acres.
The Trust is an option for landowners who may not meet the criteria of the Pennsylvania Agricultural Conservation
Easement (PACE) Purchase Program, but may qualify to donate a conservation easement as a charitable gift.
Whether permanently preserved through the PACE program or the CCFT, conservation easements are permanent
and become part of the deed when land is sold or transferred. The landowner still owns the land but gives up the
right of present and future landowners to develop the property. Eased properties are inspected annually to ensure
that restrictions of the deed of easement are being observed.
CCFT funds its farmland preservation activities through annual memberships and corporate sponsors. Grants to
support specific projects have come from the Hamer Foundation, Centre Foundation, the Land Trust Alliance, and
the Bureau of Farmland Preservation.
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MOSQUITO DISEASE CONTROL
Image: https://
www.brightsidestl.
org/what-we-do/
mosquitoeducation/

West Nile Virus is a disease that resides in bird populations
and can be transmitted to humans through the bite of a
mosquito that has previously bitten an infected bird. While
most cases of West Nile Virus in humans are mild or even
undetected, in some instances the virus can result in
inflammation of the brain or spinal cord, and can result in
death.
Since mid-year 2000, the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection (PADEP) has made funds available
in the form of annual grants to Pennsylvania Counties for the
purpose of monitoring the local mosquito population for the
presence of West Nile Virus, for the purchase of equipment
and pesticide products for controlling mosquito numbers, and
for public outreach to teach citizens how to protect themselves
from becoming infected by West Nile Virus.

In Centre County, the Mosquito Disease Control (MDC) Program is administered by the CCPCDO. For 2019 the
staffing consists of a County Coordinator and one field assistant, both of whom are part time County employees.
Per PADEP, regional coverage has been expanded to cover neighboring Clinton and Clearfield Counties which
have been in need of increased coverage.
Funding: The Centre County MDC Program was funded with a $100,839 DEP grant in 2019. Centre County’s
DEP funding for the 2020 MDC Program will be $102,456. Program Funding was significantly increased in 2019 to
cover the costs of the 2 additional Counties, equipment, and to participate in the new statewide Tick study.
Surveillance and Control: During the surveillance season from early April until the end of September,
larval and adult mosquitoes from various sampling sites throughout Centre, Clinton and Clearfield Counties are
captured and sent to PADEP in Harrisburg for identification. The adult mosquitoes are further tested for West Nile
(or Zika) Virus if they are found to be a species that can infect humans with the virus. In 2019 there were 519
sampling events in Centre County, 211 from Clinton and 74 from Clearfield Counties. Positives samples in 2019
were very low with 1 positive sample each in Ferguson Twp., Centre County and Sandy Twp., Clearfield County.
The County’s MDC Program is also responsible for collecting and shipping samples from dead birds for virus
testing. Only Centre County had samples (19) to submit in 2019, with one hawk collected in State College Borough
testing positive for West Nile Virus.
In 2019 there were no confirmed human cases in either of the 3 Counties. There was 1 horse positive case
recorded in Clinton County.
The presence of a positive mosquito or the presence of large numbers of a mosquito species that can transmit the
virus to humans can result in the application of pesticides to reduce the population of these “disease vectors”. In
2019, Centre County MDC staff conducted 4 pesticide applications to control mosquito numbers, 1 in Centre
County, 3 in Clinton, and none in Clearfield.
Additionally, County MDC staff responded to numerous citizen requests for information, dead bird collection, and
mosquito surveillance and control.
Public Education: Public education is also a component of the MDC Program. In 2019, the County MDC
Program distributed mosquito dunks to promote homeowner awareness and made presentations at Grays Woods
School, and the Clinton and Clearfield County Commissioners meetings.
Protect Yourself: Following several years of declining positive mosquito results, West Nile Virus activity
in 2010 increased significantly in Pennsylvania. By 2012 there were 3,410 positive mosquito results statewide,
along with 135 birds and 51 veterinary (horse) cases. Sixty human cases of WNV were confirmed in 2012, with 4
deaths. In 2016 there were 16 human cases with no deaths. 2019 activity decreased dramatically, which a
decrease in activity is typical after a couple year spike. Future activity is once again expected to follow the spike/
decline cycle so residents should continue to take reasonable precautions to avoid mosquito bites. Wearing long
sleeves and pants where mosquitoes are active, and using insect repellants containing DEET are especially
effective. Elimination of standing water around the home is the single most important thing residents can do to
reduce breeding populations. Rain gutters, swimming pool covers, children's toys, bird baths, ornamental ponds,
and especially tires are all capable of breeding large populations of mosquitoes.
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Zika VIRUS
Since 2016 the Centre County West Nile Virus Program has been doing surveillance of Aedes albopictus, a
mosquito species thought to be especially capable of transmitting Zika Virus among humans. Albopictus is
known to exist in southern Pennsylvania.
Using traps designed especially for albopictus, surveillance is conducted in Centre County from June through
the end of October. The effort will continue in 2019. As of Fall 2019, no Zika Virus has been detected in the
Centre or the 2 neighboring Counties. Nevertheless, residents should still take precautions against mosquito
bites, as there is always the possibility of travelers bringing Zika Virus to Centre County, and the ability of our
resident mosquitoes to transmit Zika Virus has not yet been ruled out by researchers.

TICK STUDY
In late 2018, PADEP began a five year study of ticks in Pennsylvania, with emphasis on
the black-legged (deer) tick which transmits Lyme Disease. Approximately 47% of blacklegged ticks in PA carry Lyme Disease and residents should take precautions against
picking up ticks during outdoor activities. In 2019, weekly tick surveys were conducted at
Black Moshannon State Park, Rush Twp. and Graysdale Park, Patton Twp. in Centre
County. Sampling in Clearfield County was conducted at Curwensville Lake and Parker
Dam State Park. Clinton County sites were Hyner Run State Park and Zindel Park, Wayne Twp.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
In the summer of 2019, planning staff provided technical assistance to the St. Paul African Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church in Bellefonte to complete and submit a historic resources survey form to the Pennsylvania Historic and Museum Commission (PHMC) for national register eligibility. Staff assisted with the preparation of site mapping, interior floorplans, an architectural description, and photos for documentation. Church
members compiled an historic narrative and bibliography detailing the historic significance and factors for national recognition. St. Paul A.M.E. Church’s history is connected directly to the Underground Railroad and the
church served as a station on the railroad prior to the abolition of slavery. The original church was constructed
in 1845 but the wooden-frame structure was destroyed by fire. The church as seen today was erected in
1910. Once the survey form is received and reviewed by PHMC (February 2020 target), state historic preservation office reviewers will determine if a national submission is permissible and provide guidance as to the
next steps.

P ENN STATE COLLEGE OF MEDICINE AND RURAL HEALTHCARE
Staff hosted a roundtable discussion with Dr. Mark Stephens and his first-year medical students to discuss
rural healthcare issues on August 7, 2019, at the planning office. The medical students were assigned a project to address a rural healthcare issue and the discussion provided an opportunity to exchange ideas. The
students were focusing their projects on topics such as childhood obesity, lack of proper nutrition education,
the opioid crisis, and access to dental care. Staff offered perspectives on how other factors affect these issues
such as access to public transportation systems, affordable housing, lack of recreation opportunities, and poor
broadband internet service. Staff was able to connect the students with individuals at organizations (YMCA,
food banks, school districts, etc.) to find the appropriate agency for their project issue. Dr. Stephens’ students
are set to follow-up with the planning office to report how their projects impacted persons in rural communities.
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) PROGRAM
The Centre County CDBG program is a comprehensive source of federal funding that helps the rural
municipalities in Centre County meet their community development needs in Low to Moderate Income
communities. Over $10.5 million of Federal CDBG Funds have gone into improvements for critical public
facilities or the provision of needed services in Centre County since the program’s inception in 1984.
In 2019, the Centre County CDBG program, following management guidance from the PA Department of
Community and Economic Development (PA DCED) allocated all of its funding to the development of a 2 nd
water supply well for the village of Woodward, Haines Twp.
Bellefonte Borough Grant Administration
In 2015, Centre County complied with a PA DCED state-wide mandate and assumed the administration of
Bellefonte Borough’s CDBG program. 2019 was the fifth year that the County’s CDBG application included
Bellefonte Borough’s Funding. At Bellefonte’s request, the County’s application identified on-going safety
improvements in Talleyrand Park as the selected activity. Earlier improvements were to extend pedestrian
walkways from the train platform toward the existing Railroad Bridge. The 2019 funds will be utilized towards
constructing a bridge or walkway over Spring Creek, that will be attached to the Railroad Bridge, thus
eliminating the unsafe practice of pedestrians using the active Railroad bridge as a creek crossing. In 2019,
work started on the removal of architectural barriers to access to the restroom at Governors Park and for
stream access for Fishing at Masullo Park. Masullo Park Fishing Pier was completed in 2019, while the
Governor’s Park Restroom project will be finished by spring of 2020.
Program Monitoring and Compliance
PA DCED periodically monitors grantee compliance with state and federal regulations by conducting both
remote and on-site monitoring. In addition, Centre County must submit relevant documentation to the PA
DCED “Monitoring Activity Progress Reports” (MAPR) system twice a year on the 2015 contract and once a
year on the 2017 contract. In 2019, Centre County had an on-site monitoring visit by PA DCED Program
Staff of the 2010 and 2011 Entitlement and Competitive Grants. The monitoring’s resulted in No
Findings. DCED will continue random monitoring of all grantees for the foreseeable future in accordance with
DCED’s standard financial procedures.
A second area of Grant Compliance is that Grantees are required to have numerous and various written
plans, procedures and policies in place. These policies not only govern the administration of the CDBG
Grant, but also direct many areas of the conduct of general government. Centre County started an active and
aggressive process in 2016 to update existing policies and develop and implement missing policies. The
County Plan/Policy Committee continued to work on updating and maintaining County policies in 2019.
CDBG Funded Activities in 2019
Projects that were active or completed in 2019 include: Completion of two Waterline replacement projects,
one in Rebersburg and a second in Millheim; Construction of a new waste water treatment system in the
village of Potters Mills, Potter Twp.; Replacement of residential water meters in the Village of Moshannon,
Snow Shoe Twp.; Construction of a Fishing Pier for Handicapped Fishing Access to Spring Creek at Masullo
Park and Handicapped barrier removal of one of the restrooms at Governors Park, both Bellefonte
Borough.
Competitive CDBG Funding
The CCPCDO maintains a close working relationship with all the municipalities and municipal Water and
Sewer Boards in Centre County. The input of these local officials is what determines how the
County allocates its annual allocation of CDBG Funds. Overwhelmingly, local elected officials support
continued infrastructure funding in the low income sections of the County. Often, the County’s CDBG funds
are used to assist the local communities to leverage other funding sources, such as the Competitive CDBG
program to help address the large financial demands for infrastructure upgrades. Since 1996, Centre County
has used their annual entitlement allotment of CDBG funds to secure an additional $12 million in Competitive
CDBG funds. The funding philosophy of the Centre County Commissioners has been that water and sewer
infrastructure improvements contribute both to the immediate health of a community and also provide a solid
base for long term economic development. Centre County communities are encouraged to discuss their
infrastructure needs with Planning Office staff to determine CDBG eligibility.
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) PROGRAM… C ONTINUED
Since the CDBG program’s inception in
1984, Centre County
spent $10,501,800 on
152 activities in 27
different municipalities. As shown in the
chart on the left, the
vast majority of the
funds spent was on
infrastructure (water/
sewer) projects (Note
that this is only the
County’s annual allotment of Entitlement
CDBG funds and does
not include the approximately $8M in
additional Competitive
CDBG funds secured).

2020 CCPCDO STAFF

2020 PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS

Raymond J. Stolinas Jr., AICP,
Director
rjstolinas@centrecountypa.gov

The Centre County Planning Commission is comprised of elected officials and interested citizens who
represent the regions of the County. The Commission meets on the third Tuesday of each month in the
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