 
Mission Statement: The Centre
County Conservation District is a
committed, professional agency
functioning as the primary local
source of assistance to all individuals
and organizations who benefit from
the county’s natural resources that we
collectively strive to sustain and
improve.
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$UH\RXSDUWRIDSXEOLFURDG
RZQLQJHQWLW\GHVLULQJWREH(60
WUDLQHGDQGWKHUHIRUHHOLJLEOHIRU
'*/95IXQGV"
&RQWDFWWKH&RQVHUYDWLRQ'LVWULFWDW
 RUFKHFNRXWWKH
&HQWHUIRU'LUWDQG*UDYHO5RDG
6WXGLHVZHEVLWHDW
ZZZGLUWDQGJUDYHOSVXHGX
WROHDUQPRUH
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,QDSUHYLRXVQHZVOHWWHU )DOO ZHGLVFXVVHGZKDWGLIIHUHQWPHDQLQJVD³IORRG´PD\PHDQ
GHSHQGLQJRQRQH¶VSHUVSHFWLYHDQGFDXVHVRQKRZYDULRXVW\SHVRIIORRGLQJPD\RFFXU,QWKLV
DUWLFOHZH¶OOWDONDERXWVRPHSRVVLEOHVROXWLRQVRUIL[HVWRHLWKHUSRWHQWLDOO\PLQLPL]HIORRGLQJIURP
RFFXUULQJRUKRSHIXOO\UHGXFHWKHDPRXQWRIZDWHULQYROYHG

'R\RXOLYHQHDUDVWUHDPRUZLWKLQRUQHDULWVIORRGSODLQ" Or nearby to some known
springs or freshwater seeps? Is there bad drainage from your yard, surrounding
properties, driveway and/or sidewalk(s) towards your house or do you have a high
groundwater table? What about your roof gutter downspouts; where do they discharge
to? These are some questions to ask yourself- to try to first diagnose why flooding is
occurring. If you live near a stream or its floodplain, consider:
 Do not interrupt flow in stream or its surrounding area/floodplain. In many cases, altering a stream

or its floodway (area within the broader floodplain) are regulated areas/activities; meaning
changes from digging, filling, or placing structures (bridge, pipes, dams, etc.) require a Chapter
105 (PA stream & floodway regulations) permit or authorization. If possible, it is usually best to give
your stream “room” to flow naturally. Cutting vegetation (including trees and shrubs) or removing
debris (log jams, branches, trash) from the stream channel or its banks are usually not regulated
and permit/authorization not needed.
 Consider drainage improvements to your yard. Divert water

around your house or place fill next to house to promote
drainage away from foundation. Look at drainage from your
driveway/sidewalks. If your downspouts discharge next to your
house, extend them to drain away from house.
 Can you modify your house (or repurpose basement) to better

pass flood flows? Modern regulations often require new
construction to implement such designs and to have first floor 1’
above the assumed flood elevation (for a 100 year frequency
flood) where house is- in a FEMA (Federal Emergency
Management Agency) designated floodplain.

 If nothing else can be done, you may need to have a sump pump installed in your basement. A

challenge can be to maintain power or back up power during a storm event where you need it to
operate. Also, you will need to consider where to discharge pumped water- so it can safely flow
away from your foundation.
Sometimes, a solution can be difficult. Especially if a cause
cannot be clearly determined. Or a permit may be necessary
to complete a proper fix. Even when you make changes,
sometimes the fix or fixes you choose won’t eliminate the
problem. Hopefully, they will help or minimize flooding or water
problem(s). When possible, it is best to attempt solutions that
don’t require a permit. When permits can’t be avoided,
contact the Centre County Conservation District for guidance.
We can assist you with ideas, and provide guidance on
whether or not Chapter 105 permit(s) or other approvals may
be necessary.
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&RQWLQXHG


Although there are certain projects and activities
that may be required to mitigate stormwater
produced on their sites, they are usually limited to
sites that need construction permit coverage or
stormwater requirements for local municipality
approval. Even when properly implemented on
finished sites they will STILL produce and discharge
stormwater from larger events. 6WRUPZDWHUPD\
VHOGRPLIHYHUEHIXOO\HOLPLQDWHG
Some municipalities have flood insurance
studies and maps prepared by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) which
indicate the floodway boundary for some
streams. In the absence of such a study, the
floodway shall be considered to extend 50 feet
landward from the top of each streambank.
In Centre County, FEMA has delineated
floodway areas along Spring Creek in Spring
Township, Bellefonte Borough, and Milesburg
Borough; and also along Bald Eagle Creek in
Boggs Township, Milesburg Borough, and some
downstream municipalities. Most other areas
and streams would use the "50-foot rule"
mentioned above.



  Ǥ

Always check with the Conservation District or
your municipality to make sure you have the
most up to date flood mapping. You can also
visit https://www.FEMA.gov for more
information.
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WATERSHED
NEWS
Revisiting an Ongoing Wetland and
Riparian Buffer Restoration
In the Watershed News section of our previous
newsletter, we wrote about a project underway
along the Beaver Branch stream, located in
Pennsylvania Furnace. This comprehensive project
began in 2019, encompassing approximately six
acres of wetlands and over half of a mile of riparian
zone buffer (a buffer is a strip of trees and shrubs
that serves as a protective barrier for the stream.)
This project began in 2019, with the completion of
technical plans and project designs. The year of
2020 brought along the suppression on invasive
species located within the wetland, stream, and
riparian zone. In addition, that year, the District and
volunteers planted over 270 trees and shrubs within
these treated areas.
This year, the work continued with the completion
of the wetland enhancement and another round of
tree and shrub plantings. The wetland
improvements included the creation of four

9ROXPH1R

‘potholes’ or deeper depressions within the larger
wetland to create different habitat. These potholes
serve as temporary ponds, holding surface water,
soil, and any nutrients that may have washed off
the nearby agricultural fields. This keeps nutrients
and solid matter out of the stream and provides
residence time for the surface water to infiltrate into
the soil and, eventually, the groundwater.
Also in 2021, 200 trees and shrubs were planted
within the wetland area and along the slopes
leading into the wetland. A wet summer has
allowed the plants to thrive and acclimate to their
new location. When earth disturbances occur, the
bare ground often lends itself to the establishment
of invasive species. This is no exception on the
wetland enchantment site. Therefore, another
round of invasive species control will take place
later this summer. Following that, additional trees
and shrubs will be planted along two reaches of the
stream riparian zone this fall.
The benefits of this comprehensive restoration to
plants and wildlife has been evident. The site is
regularly visited by great blue herons (Ardea
herodias), snowy egrets (Egretta thula), red-winged
blackbirds (Agelaius phoeniceus), American kestrels
(Falco sparverius), a red-tailed hawk (Buteo
jamaicensis), and Eastern box turtles (Terrapene
carolina carolina). It also serves as a home to
numerous dragonflies, damselflies (both Odonata),
common toads (Bufo bufo), tadpoles, and frogs
(both Anura).

#!/,=p ))%#(!/*)(*),.#)() .",(.1.&(("('(.p

Also, the native plants
seed bank that was
once buried under the
dense stands of
invasive species are
now given the
opportunity to grow
and flourish, naturally.
Species such as
common milkweed
(Asclepias syriaca),
purple top vervain
(Verbena hastate), Joe
-Pye weed (Eutrochium
purpureum), monkey
flower (Mimulus
ringens), sedges, rushes,
and native grasses (all
Monocotyledons) are
visible throughout the
project area, attracting
pollinators and many
other beneficial insects.

3DJH
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This project has been such a success,
due largely in part, to the many other
organizations and numerous volunteers
that have lent assistance and expertise.
However, none of it would have been
possible without the energy and
willingness from the landowners, who
take great pride in creating a more
ecologically dynamic property for
future generations to reap the benefits
of and enjoy. 

#!/,?p/'',><>=*&(.#(!.'p
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Figure 2. Snowy egrets visiting the wetland
Figure 3. Summer 2021 planting team.

Support
conservation &
improve wildlife
habitat in your
back yard!



0RUHLQIRUPDWLRQ 
XSGDWHVFRPLQJVRRQ


ZZZFHQWUHFRXQW\SDJRYFRQVHUYDWLRQ
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The Conservation District received a Growing Greener Grant to pay Contracted Plan Writers to write farm plans
for landowners in Centre County. The landowner is responsible to pay $50. The plans cost on average $350—
$650, which is paid by the Conservation District. Landowners are encouraged to contact the District to sign up
for this assistance (offered on a first-come, first-served basis).
Act 38 Nutrient Management Plans are required for Concentrated Animal Operations (CAOs) of Concentrated
Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) that have more than 2,000 lbs live animal weight per acre available for manure application, under the operator’s control. If you have questions regarding the Nutrient Management Plans,
contact the District.
We have updated our agricultural web pages to offer resources and information for developing farm plans.
Check it out here: http://centrecountypa.gov/200/Conservation-District
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7KH &HQWUH &RXQW\ &RQVHUYDWLRQ 'LVWULFW LV
SDUWQHULQJ ZLWK &KHVDSHDNH &RQVHUYDQF\ DQG
WKH86)LVKDQG:LOGOLIH3DUWQHUVIRU)LVKDQG
:LOGOLIH 3URJUDP WR LQVWDOO  %HVW
0DQDJHPHQW 3UDFWLFHV %03V  RQ D OLYHVWRFN
RSHUDWLRQ LQ 0LOHV 7RZQVKLS WR DGGUHVV
UHVRXUFH FRQFHUQV 3ULRU WR FRQVWUXFWLRQ
DQLPDOV KDG DFFHVV WR SDVWXUH LQ WKH ZLQWHU
ZKLFKZDVFUHDWLQJZDWHUTXDOLW\FRQFHUQVLQDQ
(ON &UHHN WULEXWDU\  ZHWODQG HQYLURQPHQW
7KLV VLWH LV XQGHUJRLQJ DFWLYH FRQVWUXFWLRQ DQG
%03VWREHLQVWDOOHGLQFOXGHDURRIHGKHDY\XVH
DUHD PDQXUH VWDFNLQJ IDFLOLW\ ZDWHULQJ
IDFLOLWLHVDFUHULSDULDQIRUHVWHGEXIIHUDQG
VWUHDPFURVVLQJV

%()25(

7KH 'LVWULFW SURYLGHV ILQDQFLDO DVVLVWDQFH WR DGGUHVV
UHVRXUFH FRQFHUQV RQ IDUPV WKURXJK JUDQW IXQGLQJ
SURJUDPV VXFK DV *URZLQJ *UHHQHU 7KLV \HDU RXU
RIILFH UHFHLYHG JUDQW IXQGLQJ IURP WKH 'HSDUWPHQW
RI (QYLURQPHQWDO 3URWHFWLRQ &$3 IXQGV  DQG WKH
6WDWH&RQVHUYDWLRQ&RPPLVVLRQ &(*IXQGV WRDG
GUHVV ZDWHU TXDOLW\ FRQFHUQV RQ DJULFXOWXUDO RSHUD
WLRQV ,Q FRPELQDWLRQ ZLWK H[WHUQDO IXQGLQJ IURP
SURMHFW SDUWQHUV RXU RIILFH LV XWLOL]LQJ JUDQW IXQGV
IURP WKHVH SURJUDPV WR IXQG WKLV SURMHFW LQ FRPEL
QDWLRQZLWKODQGRZQHUILQDQFLDOFRQWULEXWLRQ ,I\RX
ZRXOG OLNH WR OHDUQ PRUH DERXW ILQDQFLDO UHVRXUFHV
DYDLODEOHFRQWDFWRXURIILFH

&216758&7,21

&RQVHUYDWLRQ'LVWULFW,QYROYHPHQW#
2XU RIILFH FROHG D ULSDULDQ EXIIHU WRXU DORQJVLGH WKH 'HSDUWPHQW
RI &RQVHUYDWLRQ DQG 1DWXUDO 5HVRXUFHV '&15  %XUHDX RI
)RUHVWU\ 1DWXUDO 5HVRXUFHV &RQVHUYDWLRQ 6HUYLFH 15&6  DQG
3HQQ 6WDWH 8QLYHUVLW\ GXULQJ $J 3URJUHVV 'D\V 7KH %XIIHU 7RXU
GHPRQVWUDWHV KRZ WR FUHDWH IXQFWLRQDO ]RQHV QH[W WR WKH VWUHDP
LQFOXGLQJSROOLQDWRUDQGZLOGOLIHKDELWDWDVZHOODVWKHLPSRUWDQFH
RI PDLQWHQDQFH LQ SURWHFWLQJ \RXU QHZO\ SODQWHG WUHHV 2XU RIILFH
ZRUNV ZLWK (UQVW &RQVHUYDWLRQ 6HHGV WR PDLQWDLQ D SHUHQQLDO
SROOLQDWRU SORW SLFWXUHG ULJKW  KLJKOLJKWLQJ QDWLYH JUDVVHV DQG
ZLOGIORZHUV
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7KHIXWXUHRIRXUQDWLRQGHSHQGVXSRQWKH\RXWKRIWRGD\7KH&HQWUH
&RXQW\&RQVHUYDWLRQ'LVWULFWVSRQVRUHGWKHWK$QQXDO&HQWUH&RXQW\
(QYLURWKRQIRUORFDOKLJKVFKRROVWXGHQWVWKLV$SULO7KHSURJUDPWHDFKHV
HQYLURQPHQWDOVHQVLWLYLW\DQGHFRV\VWHPDZDUHQHVVWKURXJKFRPSHWLWLYHWHDP
HYHQWV:KLOHQRUPDOO\DQRXWGRRUFRPSHWLWLRQIRUKLJKVFKRROVWXGHQWVWKH
(QYLURWKRQZDVKHOGLQDYLUWXDOIRUPDW GXHWRGLVWDQFLQJPHDVXUHV 6WXGHQW
WHDPVDQVZHUTXHVWLRQVRQILYHVXEMHFWVLQFOXGLQJ$TXDWLF(FRORJ\)RUHVWU\
6RLOVDQG/DQG8VH:LOGOLIHDQGD&XUUHQW,VVXH :DWHU5HVRXUFHV
0DQDJHPHQW/RFDO&RQWURODQG/RFDO6ROXWLRQV 7KHWHDPWKDWDFFXPXODWHVWKHKLJKHVWWRWDOVFRUHZLQVWKH
FRXQW\FRPSHWLWLRQDQGLVHOLJLEOHWRFRPSHWHDWWKHVWDWHOHYHOLQWKH3HQQV\OYDQLD(QYLURWKRQ
:LWKWKHPDQ\
FKDOOHQJHVVFKRRO
GLVWULFWVIDFHGRYHUWKH
SDVW\HDULWZDV
GLIILFXOWIRUVFKRROVWR
DOORFDWHWLPHDQG
UHVRXUFHVWRZDUG
SDUWLFLSDWLRQLQ
:KLOHIRXUWHDPV
SDUWLFLSDWHGWKLV\HDU
WKHDYHUDJHQXPEHURI
WHDPVWKDWSDUWLFLSDWH
LQWKHFRXQW\HYHQWLV
DERXW7KDWVDLG
WKLV\HDU¶VWHDPVZRUN
H[WUHPHO\KDUGDQG
SHUVHYHUHG$WHDP
IURP%DOG(DJOH$UHD
&ŝŐƵƌĞϭ͘dŚĞϮϬϮϭĞŶƚƌĞŽƵŶƚǇŶǀŝƌŽƚŚŽŶϭƐƚƉůĂĐĞƚĞĂŵ͘
+LJK6FKRROILQLVKHGILUVW3HQQV
9DOOH\+LJK6FKRROSODFHGVHFRQGDQGWKHWHDPIURP&HQWUDO3HQQV\OYDQLD,QVWLWXWHRI6FLHQFH 7HFKQRORJ\
ILQLVKHGWKLUG%DOG(DJOH¶VWHDPSDUWLFLSDWHGLQWKH3HQQV\OYDQLD(QYLURWKRQDQGSODFHGWKRXWRIWHDPV

,WLVDOZD\VH[FLWLQJWRVHH\RXQJSHRSOHZKRDUHHDJHUWROHDUQWKURXJKWKLVXQLTXHHQYLURQPHQWDOHGXFDWLRQ
H[SHULHQFH&RQJUDWXODWLRQVDQGWKDQN\RXWRDOOWHDPVWKDWSDUWLFLSDWHGWKLV\HDU)RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQFRQWDFWWKH
&RQVHUYDWLRQ'LVWULFWRUYLVLWWKH3HQQV\OYDQLD(QYLURWKRQRQOLQHKWWSVZZZHQYLURWKRQSDRUJ


The Annual Grange Fair was held on Aug.20-28,
2021. Pictured is the district display booth in
the Emporium Building, photographed by
Brandi Marks, CCCD Fiscal Technician. The
CCCD display consisted of informational
handouts and complimentary seed balls.

Thank you to everyone who stopped by
our booth.
See you next year at the fair August 2022!
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$QQXDO3RVWHU&RQWHVW5HVXOWV
´(GXFDWLQJWKHSXEOLFDERXWWKHLPSRUWDQFHRIRXUFRQQHFWLRQWRRXUQDWXUDOUHVRXUFHVLQRXUGDLO\OLYHVLVDQHVVHQWLDOSDUWRI
ZKDWFRQVHUYDWLRQGLVWULFWVDGYRFDWHIRULQWKHLUFRPPXQLWLHV7UHHVDQGIRUHVWVDUHFULWLFDOWRSURYLGLQJFOHDQDLUDQGZDWHU
KHDOWK\VRLOVKDGHDEXQGDQWZLOGOLIHKDELWDWMREVDQGYDOXDEOHSURGXFWVZHXVHHYHU\GD\µ


0LFKDHO&URZGHU1$&'3UHVLGHQW
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$OOHQ,VKOHU9LFH&KDLU
6WHYHQ'HUVKHP&RPPLVVLRQHU
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-LP&RVOR-U'LVWULFW0DQDJHU


0LNH3KLOLSSH5HVRXUFH&RQVHUYDWLRQ
&RRUGLQDWRU,,


&KULV0\HUV5HVRXUFH&RQVHUYDWLRQ
&RRUGLQDWRU,
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'DQ:HVGRFN5HVRXUFH&RQVHUYDWLRQ
&RRUGLQDWRU,

'RQQ)HWWHUROI
0DUWLQ0HOYLOOH/RUL+DUWOH



-XVWLQ.R]DN:DWHUVKHG(G6SHFLDOLVW




'DLQD%HFNVWUDQG$J&RQVHUYDWLRQ
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7HFKQLFLDQ

$OO\VRQ8OVK&KHVDSHDNH%D\7HFK


%UDQGL0DUNV)LVFDO7HFKQLFLDQ





-XOHH6PLWK'HSDUWPHQW&OHUN,,,

86'$1DWXUDO5HVRXUFH
&RQVHUYDWLRQ6HUYLFH 15&6 
7HO   

9LQFHQW6Q\GHU6XSHUYLVRU\'LVWULFW
&RQVHUYDWLRQLVW
%U\DQ&RQNOLQ&LYLO(QJLQHHULQJ
7HFKQLFLDQ
&LQG\.HUVWHWWHU3URJUDP$VVLVWDQW


